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Recent Survey Supports Common Values 
 

One of the positive attributes of Catholic schools is the working relationship between the home 

and school.  We are blessed with many families that involve themselves in a variety of activities 

of our school.  The recent success of Extravaganza and the school marathon are some examples. 

 

Last month we conducted our Parent Teacher Conferences and had over a 90% turn out.  At 

those conferences, we also conducted a survey about the Catholic Identity issues for St. Mary’s 

School.  Many of the survey questions were similar to a national survey conducted by the        

National Catholic Education Association (NCEA).  The actual results of the survey can be found 

inside this newsletter. 

 

Generally, parents have a positive perception of our Catholic school’s mission and the school’s 

value to the church and community.  Specifically, the top five reasons parents enroll their      

children at St. Mary’s Grade School are as follows: 1) Catholic Religious Identity; 2) Class Size; 

3) School’s Reputation; 4) Teacher/Staff Competence; 5) Personal Experience. 

 

Parents also generally agree with the statements about Community, Partnerships, Religious  

Culture, and Social and Character Development at St. Mary’s School. 

 

A recent  Harvard Family Research Project concluded that parental involvement is associated 

with higher student achievement. They found that student success was higher in a variety of   

areas including standardized test scores, grades and teacher ratings. Students are also more 

likely to enroll in higher-level programs, pass their classes, attend school regularly, have better 

social skills and move onto post-secondary education. The 

types of parental involvement that had the greatest impact 

on student success were reading and communicating with 

one's child, as well as holding parental expectations.  Pa-

rental involvement is a major factor for the success of St. 

Mary’s School. There is a high correlation of parents that 

agree with the core values of the school and become in-

volved with their child’s education that then leads to the 

success of  students. 

 

 

http://www.hfrp.org/publications-resources/browse-our-publications/parental-involvement-and-student-achievement-a-meta-analysis
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Great Lake Scrip/Dillons 

Don’t forget to get your Holiday Shopping done early!!  Purchase gift cards for your holiday needs 

or for gift giving…  Many popular merchant cards will be available to purchase on  Dec.17th. 

Pre-orders will be taken, watch your ‘Red Folder” for information. Also available will be Scrip Gift 

Certificates. Don’t forget to sign up with Dillons and designate St. Mary’s Grade School. A percentage 

of purchases will come back to the grade school. Just go to Dillons Rewards to sign up! If you would 

like credit for your Dillons Rewards, please print off a copy of your statement and bring it to the 

school office. You will only get the credit if we have your family’s statement. Please print off          

statements for July-Sept only. 

School News 

Congrats to all the students who finished 

the St. Mary’s Grade School Marathon!! 

A huge thank you to Sara Lee and all the 

parent volunteers! We couldn’t make this  

happen without you. 
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School Council Summary 
 

The council listened to a report from Zoe Greenemeyer, the STREAM coordinator (Science / Technol-

ogy / Religion / Engineering / Arts / Math).  The Capstone Design model focuses on a “Big Idea” that 

branches out into all these  other disciplines fields (STREAM).  There are “STEM” scores on the ITBS and 

ACT, so these core pillars of education carryover into the high school level and we are trying to give 

them a strong foundation K-6. Staff is working on mapping a curriculum for STREAM. 

STREAM initiatives should begin in pre-school and kindergarten.   

The goal, curriculum-wide, is to collaborate / communicate as a staff so that one central theme, or “big 

idea” is translated across all fields of study – writing, math and social studies. 

SMGS is planning  a STEM career fair – where 13 different industries  and companies in the community 

are coming to present their STEM-based careers.  SHHS students are also invited to this STEM Innovation 

& Career Fair.  The goal is connection – linking these companies to our school and potentially integrate 

them into funding some of our STREAM projects. 

The proposal also includes a STREAM summer school program that would be formatted similarly to the 

after-school program where students are charged a fee.  The hope is this would be something to improve 

the curriculum / education of current students but also as a recruiting tool for future students. 

Some possible STREAM Extensions; a summer “academy” program include the following   

 -Gone Birdie – design and build birdhouses 

 -Cupcake Chemistry – secret ingredient into a basic cupcake recipe 

 -Sounding Off – make their own podcast 

 -Fashion Forward – make clothing out of recycled materials 

Dr. Compagnone reported that new Mac computers were added this month . Cost of the computers was 

$4500. The MAC computers are dedicated to STREAM projects and complements the digital arts. 

There have been quite a few inquiries for next year is enrollment with tours conducted.  We have a high 

enrollment rate for the families that request and complete tours (80%) ; so the tours have a positive      

impact. 

  Accreditation Activities, Staff, Student, Parent Surveys –   There were surveys given out to all the parents 

that was focused on Catholic Identity of the school.  The students will take an online survey about the   

climate of the school this upcoming semester.  The staff will also be given a survey.  All results will be 

reported once they are collected. 

 Grant Update – Working on a grant from the Salina Community Foundation for $2500 to $3000 to        

complete the greenhouse / water collection project.  The greenhouse is already under construction. 

  Upcoming Events – STEM Fair is on 11/7.  A speaker is coming on 11/15 to talk about how students can 

deal with feelings and bullying and how parents can help.  The next school council meeting is scheduled 

for 11/26.  No school on November 6th, November 16th and November 21st-23rd. 

 Extravaganza / Fall Fundraising – Extravaganza netted $40,000 and Red Wheel was $7500.  So Fall    

fundraising   totaled of $47,500.  Money raised for the playground equipment totaled $10,000 ($4k from 

the pennies and $6k from the fund-a-need). 

November 10th is the Bill Grevas / Cindy Curran Fun Run Walk. Proceeds that are designated for St. 

Mary’s Grade School will go to the Cindy Curran Scholarship fund. 
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Around the School 

Buffalo Wild Wings Night! 

Wednesday, November 14th  -  

All Day!! St. Mary’s will receive 

10% from sales that day when 

you mention St. Mary’s!! 

Scrip Cards Available!! 

 

Canned Food Drive 

During the month of November,   

students will be asked to collect 

canned goods which will be         

distributed to Salina 

Emergency Food Bank 

and Catholic Charities. 

Several fun activates going on at St. Mary’s!! Preschool visited the Pumpkin Patch, St. Mary’s Book 

Club is in full swing, students enjoyed a spooky lunch on Halloween and Halloween parties!!  
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STOP AT THE OFFICE 
     All visitors must stop at the school office and 
get a badge to wear while in the school.  It is 
very important that staff can easily 
determine if a person in the    
building should be here.  Some 
faces become very familiar to the 
staff, but we have substitute  
teachers who may not know     
everyone, so we are asking that 
everyone stop at the office. 

Announcements 

LOVE ‘N LEARN 

 Love‘ n Learn will be 
closed November 22nd 
and 23rd for  
Thanksgiving break. 

 

COLD WEATHER 
     With the cold weather season arriving, it is the par-
ents’ responsibility to see that their children are 
dressed appropriately to play outside, and sometimes 
wait outside in the morning before school.   Please 
make sure that your child brings a coat as the weather 
turns colder. Remember that shorts will not be worn 

during the months of Dec., Jan. and Feb. 

     Please put your child’s name on the tags of their 
sweatshirts and hoodies.  Also, please check the tags 
of your child’s items.  If you find an item at your house 
that was picked up accidentally, with someone else’s 
name in it, please return it to the office. 

     A plain, short sleeved white t-shirt may be worn 
under a uniform shirt, but no other long sleeved shirt.    
St. Mary’s sweatshirt or hoodies are recommended 
instead. 

WEATHER ALERT— School closings will be posted 
on our school website (http://stmarysalina.org), will be 
announced on local radio stations, and will be sent as 
a text message to families that have signed up for this 
service at the school office. 

Enjoy your food, but eat less:  

Take the time to fully enjoy your food as you eat it. Eating too fast or when your   

attention is elsewhere may lead to eating too many calories. Pay attention to     

hunger and fullness cues before, during, and after meals. Use them to recognize 

when to eat and when you’ve had enough.  For more information on the school’s 

wellness policy. 

No School on Tuesday, November 6th &     

Friday, November 16th   -  Teacher In-service 

 

There will be no school Wednesday,          

November 21 - Friday, November 23 for 

Thanksgiving Break. 

Turn TV commercials into fitness 

breaks. 

Invent silly names for simple exercises like 

squats, push-ups, and sit-ups, and then do them 

together till the show comes back on. "Call them 

princess sit-ups or Bob the Builder muscle build-

ers,"  You can also play "coach," in which you take 

turns "ordering" each other to "drop and give me 

five," or "follow the leader," in which one person 

leads the others in fun, simple moves like clap-

ping, wiggling, and marching. 
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Extravaganza 2018 

Thank you to Eric & Danielle Brown -  2018 Extravaganza 

Chairs & Sam & Ashley Finan -  2018 Co-Chairs 

Thank you to all the many volunteers and faculty and staff. This event 

would not be possible with out you. Thank you to all the Grandparents 

that donated and/or attended the   Extravaganza this year. 

Thank you to all the wonderful sponsors that helped make this event a 

success!! 

The 2018 Extravaganza netted almost $40,000. Proceeds went to the general fund.  The Fund-A-

Need raised $6,000 and students raised $4,000 from Penny Wars.  Both will go towards the  up-

dates needed for the playground. 

All Saints Day was   November 1st. Students 

were able to dress up as a saint for Mass on 

this day. Saints proceeded down the aisle at 

the  beginning of Mass. 
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NOVEMBER 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

                Looking Ahead 

Dec 1st   1st Reconciliation (2nd Grade) @ 10am St. Mary’s Church 

  

Dec 17th  Parent Christmas Dinner—invitations will be sent home in November 

 

Dec 17th  Art Show and Bake Sale and scrip card sale 

 

Dec 20th—January 2nd  -  Christmas Break 

No School 

Staff  

Development 

All Saints 

Day 

Thanksgiving Break 

All School 

Mass & 

Thanksgiving 

Dinner 

School   

Council @ 

5:30 

Election 

Day 

Buffalo Wild 

Wings Night 

Stem Fair 

5:30-7 

No School 

Bill Grevas/ 

Cindy Curran-

Fun Run/Walk 

Jodee Blanco 

To speak to 

parents 7pm 
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O Gracious God, we give you thanks for your overflowing 

generosity to us. Thank you for the blessings of the food 

we eat and especially for this feast today. Thank you for 

our home and family and friends, especially for the pres-

ence of those gathered here. Thank you for our health, our 

work and our play. Please send help to those who are hun-

gry, alone, sick and suffering war and violence. Open our 

hearts to your love. We ask your blessing through Christ 

your Son. Amen.  

 


